
Buckinghamshire County Council
Select Committee

Children’s Social Care and Learning

Date: Friday 5 June 2015

Time: 10.00 am

Venue: Mezzanine Room 2, County Hall, Aylesbury

AGENDA

9.30 am Pre-meeting Discussion

This session is for members of the Committee only.  It is to allow the members time to 
discuss lines of questioning, areas for discussion and what needs to be achieved during the 
meeting.

10.00 am Formal Meeting Begins

Agenda Item Time Page No

1 ELECTION OF COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 

2 APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

4 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
To declare any Personal or Dislosable Pecuniary Interests.

5 MINUTES 7 - 10
Minutes of the meeting held on 7th April 2015.

6 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 



Visit democracy.buckscc.gov.uk for councillor information and email alerts for meetings, and decisions affecting your local area.
Catch up with latest County Council democracy news on twitter @BucksDemocracy

Public Questions is an opportunity for people who live, work 
or study in the county to put a question to a Scrutiny 
Committee about any issue that has an impact on their local 
community or the county as a whole.

Member of public, who have given prior notice, will be 
invited to put their question in person.

The Cabinet Member and responsible officers will then be 
invited to respond.  

Further information and details on how to register can be 
found through the following link and by then clicking on 
‘Public Questions’.

http://democracy.buckscc.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx
?ID=788

7 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 10:10
For the chairman of the Committee to provide an update to 
the Committee on recent scrutiny related activity.

8 COMMITTEE MEMBER UPDATES 
For members of the Committee to update the Committee on 
any issue they are investigating on behalf of the Committee.

9 IMPROVING CHILDREN'S SOCIAL CARE INQUIRY - 
REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

11 - 28

To agree the Select Committee’s report recording its 
scrutiny of the Children’s Services Improvement 
Programme (Sept 14-March 2015).

Contributors:
Mr Reece Bowman - Committee Adviser
Mr Maurice Emberson - Expert Adviser

10 CHILDREN'S SERVICE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 
UPDATE REPORT 

10:20 29 - 36

A report to update the committee on progress of 
implementation of the Children’s Services Improvement 
Plan (all workstreams).

Contributors:
Ms Lin Hazell – Cabinet Member for Children’s Services
Mr David Johnston – Managing Director Children's Social 
Care and Learning
Mr John Goldup – Chair, Improvement Board

11 EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS IN BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 11:20 37 - 76
For the Committee to consider a report on educational 
attainment across the County.

http://democracy.buckscc.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=788
http://democracy.buckscc.gov.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=788
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Contributors:
Mr Zahir Mohammed - Cabinet Member for Education and 
Skills
Ms Atifa Sayani – Education Champion 
Ms Pauline Cue – Data team 
Ms Louise Goll – Interim Director of Education
Ms Amanda Taylor-Hopkins – Director of Education – 
Bucks Learning Trust

12 NARROWING THE GAP 11:50 77 - 86
For the Committee to receive a 12 month update and to ask 
questions on the implementation of the Narrowing the Gap 
Select Committee Inquiry agreed recommendations. 
Cabinet provided its initial response to the 
recommendations on 17th March 2014.

For members to make an assessment of progress against 
recommendations based on the update and questioning of 
the Cabinet Member and to highlight the completion status 
of each of the recommendations.

Contributors:
Mr Zahir Mohammed - Cabinet Member for Education and 
Skills
Ms Atifa Sayani – Education Champion – Bucks Learning 
Trust
Ms Amanda Taylor-Hopkins - Director of Education - Bucks 
Learning Trust

13 EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT FOR SERVICE CHILDREN 12:20 87 - 108
A report to update the committee on the provision of 
educational support for service children in 
Buckinghamshire.

Contributors:
Mr Zahir Mohammed - Cabinet Member for Education and 
Skills
Mr Ed Mallam - Head of Children's Partnerships
Mr Rob Beadel 
Ms Joy O’Neill

14 CHILDREN'S SOCIAL CARE & LEARNING SELECT 
COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME 

109 - 112

To discuss and agree the work programme.

15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
To note the next meeting of the Education, Skills and 
Children’s Services Select Committee on 22nd September 
2015.

16 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

https://democracy.buckscc.gov.uk/documents/b16452/Cabinet%20Response%20to%20Narrowing%20the%20Gap%20Scrutiny%20Inquiry%2024th-Mar-2014%2010.30%20Cabinet.pdf?T=9
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To resolve to exclude the press and public as the 
following item is exempt by virtue of Paragraph 1 of 
Part 1 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 
1972 because it contains information relating to an 
individual

17 CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION MEMBER BRIEFING 12:50 113 - 120
To receive the briefing of the Managing Director Children’s 
Social Care and Learning.

18 INCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
To resolve to reopen the meeting to the press and public.

19 TO AGREE THE SCOPE OF THE PREVENTING CHILD 
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION INQUIRY 

121 - 124

Members to discuss and agree the scope of the Preventing 
Child Sexual Exploitation Inquiry.

Purpose of the committee

The role of the Children’s Social Care and Learning Select Committee is to hold decision-
makers to account for improving outcomes and services for Buckinghamshire. 

The Children’s Social Care and Learning Select Committee shall have the power to 
scrutinise all issues in relation to the remit of the Children’s Social Care and Learning 
Business Unit. This will include, but not exclusively, responsibility for scrutinising issues in 
relation to: 

 Nurseries and early years education
 Schools and further education
 The Bucks Learning Trust
 Quality standards and performance in education
 Special Educational Needs (SEN) 
 Learning and skills 
 Adult learning
 Children and family services
 Early intervention
 Child protection, safeguarding and prevention
 Children in care (looked after children)
 Children’s psychology
 Children's partnerships
 Youth provision
 The Youth Offending Service

* In accordance with the BCC Constitution, this Committee shall act as the designated 
Committee responsible for the scrutiny of Education matters.

Webcasting notice
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Please note: this meeting may be filmed for subsequent broadcast via the Council's internet 
site - at the start of the meeting the Chairman will confirm if all or part of the meeting is being 
filmed.

You should be aware that the Council is a Data Controller under the Data Protection Act. 
Data collected during this webcast will be retained in accordance with the Council’s 
published policy.

Therefore by entering the meeting room, you are consenting to being filmed and to the 
possible use of those images and sound recordings for webcasting and/or training purposes. 
If members of the public do not wish to have their image captured they should sit within the 
marked area and highlight this to an Officer.

If you have any queries regarding this, please contact Member Services on 01296 382876.

If you would like to attend a meeting, but need extra help to do so, for example because of a 
disability, please contact us as early as possible, so that we can try to put the right support in 
place.

For further information please contact: Reece Bowman on 01296 382548, email: 
rebowman@buckscc.gov.uk

Members

Mrs M Aston
Mrs P Birchley
Ms J Blake
Mr P Gomm
Mr P Irwin
Mrs V Letheren (C)

Mrs W Mallen
Mr R Stuchbury
Ms R Vigor-Hedderly
Mr D Watson
Ms K Wood

Co-opted Members

Mr D Babb, Church of England Representative
Mr M Moore, Roman Catholic Church
Ms M Nowers, Primary School Sector


